The Virginia Beginning Farmer &
Rancher Coalition Program
A state-wide and coalition-based Extension program focused on
beginning farmer training, outreach, and capacity building.

We are a partnership of cooperative

Whole Farm Planning
for Beginners

extension, university, non-profit, governmental,
and community organizations that together provide
whole farm planning curriculum and training,
online resources, networking, and mentoring to
new and start-up farmers in Virginia.

Hands-on training with whole farm
planning curriculum in core areas
for farm start-up and development:

Educational Resources, Networking, and Mentoring
• Whole Farm Planning Coursework:
Curriculum designed at a beginning to intermediate
level to guide beginning farmers in developing a
whole farm plan.
• Networking and Educational Resources:
Network of educators, organizers, and agricultural
service providers ready to connect with and build
the capacity of new and beginning farmers as they
plan and develop their farm.

• Webinars, Workshops, and Farmer Videos:
Online and in-person educational opportunities
encompassing a wide range of start-up topics,
formats, and resources for beginning farmers and
ranchers.
• Farmer-to-farmer Mentoring: Opportunities
for new farmers to connect with and learn from
peers and experienced farmers in their community.

•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to whole farm planning
Land acquisition and tenure
Business management and planning
Marketing
Sustainable farming practices

www.vabeginningfarmer.org

Contact Information
For more information, visit
www.vabeginningfarmer.org
Email: vabeginningfarmer@vt.edu

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
VABeginningFarmer/
Twitter: twitter.com/vabeginningfarm
Blog: news.cals.vt.edu/vabeginningfarmer/

Are you new to farming?
The Virginia Beginning Farmer and Rancher
Coalition Program aims to improve
opportunities for beginning farmers and
ranchers* to establish and sustain viable
agricultural operations and communities
in Virginia through the development and
enhancement of whole farm planning
curriculum and training, online resources,
networking, and farmer mentoring.

*The program and coalition partners
recognize a diversity of farming experiences,
backgrounds, and aims held by Virginia
beginning farmers and ranchers. The program
primarily targets those who are exploring
the possibility of or are in the early stages
of starting a farm, and those expanding or
diversifying an existing farm.

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/
VABeginningFarmers

Funding was sponsored by the Beginning Farmer and
Rancher Development Program (BFRDP) of the USDA
National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)
Award #2015-70017-22887.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open
to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity,
gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status, or any other
basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action
employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University,
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. Edwin J. Jones,
Director, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M.
Ray McKinnie, Interim Administrator, 1890 Extension Program, Virginia
State University, Petersburg. If you are a person with a disability and
desire any assistive services or other accommodations to participate in
this activity, please contact Kim Niewolny at 540-231-5784 between
business hours (9 a.m.-5 p.m.) to discuss accommodations five days
prior to the events. *TDD number is (800) 828-1120.

A training, outreach, and
capacity building program
for Virginia’s new and
beginning farmers

