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A Message from VBFRC Partner Highlight

Newsblast

April settles in with a sense of steady unfolding, as early
blooms, longer days, and warming soil signal that the
growing season is truly underway. The quiet planning of
winter has given way to hands‑on work, and fields,
gardens, and high tunnels begin to show the first real signs
of momentum. It’s a month when growers balance
preparation with action—seeding, tending,
troubleshooting, and learning in real time as the landscape
wakes up around them. This newsblast gathers
opportunities that support that shift into fuller spring:
workshops, programs, and resources designed to
strengthen skills, deepen connections, and help
operations meet the season with confidence. Here’s to
embracing April’s energy and building toward the
abundance ahead.

The Virginia Beginning Farmer & Rancher Coalition is a
state-wide and coalition-based Extension program, housed
in Virginia Tech’s Department of Agricultural, Leadership,
and Community Education. Funding was sponsored by the
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program
(BFRDP) of the USDA National Institute of Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) Award #2023-49400-40885. 

Virginia Cooperative Extension’s GRAZE 300 team is offering
a free four‑part webinar series this spring to help producers
strengthen their pasture management skills through simple,
adaptable grazing strategies. Beginning April 14, participants
meet Tuesday evenings to explore how managed grazing can
work on any scale, from balancing forage supply and
livestock demand to understanding the plant and animal
biology that drives healthy grazing systems. Sessions also
introduce practical tools for strip grazing and daily rotations,
giving producers actionable steps to improve forage
utilization and build more resilient pastures. This series is
ideal for beginning and experienced livestock managers
looking to make thoughtful, incremental improvements to
their grazing systems. The webinars run April 14, 21, 28, and
May 5 from 6:00–7:30 PM. For questions, contact Meredith
Hoggatt at mhoggatt@vt.edu. 

https://virginiatech.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FXJoEi_3RXinA4VQIKNaWA#/registration
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FXJoEi_3RXinA4VQIKNaWA#/registration


Note: Green underlined text is a link 

Announcements 
 
National Cover Crop Survey 
Farmers across the United States—whether they use cover crops, formerly used them, or have 
never planted covers—are invited to share their insights on cover crops in the National Cover 
Crop Survey being conducted by the Conservation Technology Information Center (CTIC), SARE, 
and the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA). This is the 8th survey in the research series, 
which began in 2012. The anonymous survey takes about 15 minutes to complete. Farmers who 
complete the survey can enter a drawing to win one of three $100 Visa gift cards. Questions? 
Email ctic@ctic.org. 
 
VABF is Hiring an Executive Director 
The Virginia Association for Biological Farming (VABF) is seeking a visionary, mission‑driven 
Executive Director to lead the organization into its next stage of growth. The ED serves as the 
chief executive and strategic leader, advancing VABF’s mission, strengthening partnerships 
across Virginia’s agricultural community, and overseeing daily operations. This role calls for a 
dynamic communicator, skilled relationship‑builder, and resourceful organizational leader with 
a deep commitment to biological and ecological farming 
 
Virginia Soil Health Coalition’s Annual Report and Strategic Plan 
The Virginia Soil Health Coalition’s work is rooted in collaboration, shared learning, and steady 
progress toward healthier soils across the Commonwealth. As part of their ongoing effort to 
keep partners and supporters connected to this work, they are sharing highlights from the 
Coalition’s 2025 Annual Report and a look ahead at what’s next. The 2025 Annual Report 
reflects on the progress made across Virginia through the Coalition’s network of partners and 
supporters. It also introduces the Coalition’s refreshed direction through the 2026–2028 
Strategic and Collective Action Plan. Interested in getting involved with any pieces of the plan? 
Reach out to the Coalition Director, Mary Sketch Bryant at msketch2@vt.edu.  
 
Call for Survey Participants: "Farm Labor, Food Insecurity, and Farm Stress on Virginia Farms" 
Montgomery, Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent Meredith Hoggatt is conducting a survey on 
Farm Labor, Food Insecurity, and Farm Stress to better understand and advocate for the quality 
of life of farmers in Virginia. By completing this survey in its entirety, you will contribute data 
that can meaningfully illustrate what Virginia producers experience every day, potentially 
influencing policy, labor initiatives, food security, and resource allocation. Contact Meredith 
Hoggatt at mhoggatt@vt.edu or (540)382-5790. 
 
Virginia Greenhouse Industry Survey 
Virginia Tech is currently conducting a commercial greenhouse research needs assessment for 
the Commonwealth. A needs assessment such as this has not been conducted in more than 25 
years, and we believe it will provide valuable feedback to help guide research priorities for the 



state and better support your clientele. The survey is intended for individuals or businesses 
operating commercial greenhouses and is not intended for homeowners. Contact: Eric 
Stallknecht at ericjs3@vt.edu.  
 
Call for Research Participants 
Urban farmers in Virginia are invited to participate in a research study on how they access, 
share, and use agricultural knowledge. The study aims “to better understand how urban 
farmers in Virginia find, share, and use agricultural knowledge to support their farming 
practices” and how organizations like Extension, agencies, nonprofits, and peer networks can 
better meet their needs. Interviews are 45–60 minutes, anonymous, and can be completed 
online, by phone, or in person. Eligible participants must be 18+, based in Virginia, identify as 
urban farmers, and produce for financial income and/or public good. For more information, 
contact William McCausland at (610) 533‑3590 or amwilliam@vt.edu.  
 
Grain Sorghum Webinar Recording 
In case you missed it! The webinar on Grain Sorghum, hosted by Turner Minx and Robbie 
Longest, is now available to view online. This recording features several of Virginia Tech's 
specialists who discuss weed management, insect pests, and sorghum diseases.  
 
 

Series 
Intro to Managed Grazing: Simple Steps to Smarter Pasture Management 
Interested in implementing managed grazing (e.g., rotational grazing, mob grazing, strip 
grazing, etc.) as a pasture management tool on your farm? Unsure of where to start, if it's a 
good fit for you, or if it's worth the hype? Join Virginia Cooperative Extension and the Graze300 
team to explore the benefits of managed grazing and how to get started on any scale farm with 
any intensity! Webinars are FREE and will be held on Tuesday evening start on April 14th-May 
5th from 6:00 -7:30 PM. Contact Meredith Hoggatt at mhoggatt@vt.edu or 540-382-5790. 

 April 14th: Managed Grazing Across All Scales (Ethan Henderson, Morgan Paulette) 
Discover how producers across Virginia are successfully implementing managed grazing 
using simple tools, practical steps, and flexible approaches that work on any size 
operation. 

 April 21st: Small Steps Towards Managed Grazing- (Matt Booher) Learn how to 
confidently balance forage supply and livestock demand using adaptable stocking 
strategies that help you make the most of your land’s potential. 

 April 28th: The Biology Behind Managed Grazing- Learn how to use the biology of plants 
and your livestock to make your grazing system work for you. 

 May 5th: Maximizing Grazing with Strip Grazing/Daily Rotations- (Meredith Hoggatt, 
Ethan Henderson, Jon Vest) Explore the techniques, planning tools, and hands‑on 
methods behind effective strip and daily rotations to boost forage utilization and 
simplify day‑to‑day grazing management. 

 



Hobby Farmer Series (Farmville, VA) 
Virginia Cooperative Extension is offering a two‑part spring series focused on practical pond 
care and hands‑on beekeeping skills. Both sessions begin at the Prince Edward Extension Office 
in Farmville and offer accessible, grower‑focused learning opportunities for community 
members interested in strengthening their land stewardship and agricultural skills. Contact Erin 
Small at (434) 392‑0300 or erins96@vt.edu. 

 April 17, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Pond Management Workshop: Provides guidance on 
weed treatment, fish populations, and overall pond health, with participants invited to 
bring weed samples for identification.  No charge to attend! Contact Erin Small to 
register at (434) 392‑0300 or erins96@vt.edu. 

 May 5 from 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM: Beekeeping Workshop: Features expert instruction, 
honey tasting, and hands‑on training at the Hampden‑Sydney apiary. The workshop 
costs $15, with lunch included. Click here to register! 

 
Grower’s Academy (Warrenton, VA) 
This three‑part Growers Academy series is designed to help gardeners and small‑scale growers 
sharpen their early‑season skills. Each session is free and open to all—no registration required. 

 May 7, 6:00 – 8:00 PM: Early Spring Succession: Discover why March‑planted 
cool‑season crops are some of the strongest performers on the farm and see how 
they’re producing at harvest stage. 

 May 14, 6:00 – 8:00 PM: Weed Control Options: Learn practical strategies to stay ahead 
of persistent weeds and explore the tools and techniques that help keep gardens 
manageable. 

 May 21, 6:00 – 8:00 PM: Lettuce Is So Easy: Take a closer look at how to grow beautiful, 
reliable lettuce and get the most from this favorite cool‑season crop. 

 
Regenerative Practices and Permaculture at Home (Galax, VA) 
Located at the Permaculture Garden at Church of the Good Shepherd located at 9441 Grayson 
Parkway, Galax, VA 24333. Stay tuned for more details. 

 Part One: May 16, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 Part Two: June 13, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 
Landowner Retreats 
Beginning Retreats provide information on hardwood and pine forest management, legacy 
planning, management planning, and more. Beyond the Basics Retreats take a deep dive into a 
specific forest management topic. All Retreats combine classroom instruction, field trips, and 
hands-on activities. Registration opens 10 weeks before events. 

 Southwest Virginia Beginning Woodland Owner Retreat  
o May 8-9 
o Southwest Virginia 4-H Educational Center, Abingdon 

 Southeast Virginia Beginning Woodland Owner Retreat  
o September 11-12 
o New Kent Conference Center, Providence Forge 



360 Cut Flower Discussion Group (Prince Edward, VA) 
The 360 Cut Flower Discussion Group is a seasonal series designed to connect growers and 
build skills from field to vase through farm tours, hands‑on workshops, and interactive field 
days. Events run monthly from April through September 2026, offering opportunities to learn, 
share, and grow alongside fellow flower producers. Whether you're just starting out or 
expanding your operation, this group provides practical knowledge and community support. 
The dates in this series are as follows: April 16, May 14, June 18, July 23, August 20, and 
September 25. For more information or to register, contact Erin Small at (434) 392‑0300, 
erins96@vt.edu. 
 
May 12 & 13: Virginia Forage and Grassland Council Basic Grazing School (Madison, VA) 
The 2026 VFGC Grazing School offers a practical, two-day learning experience that helps 
producers strengthen their grazing skills and confidence. Participants get hands-on time in the 
field, learning how to assess pasture conditions, set up fencing, and apply core principles of 
forage and soil management. The course blends expert instruction with real-world practice so 
attendees can immediately apply what they learn. By the end, each producer begins shaping a 
customized grazing plan tailored to their own farm. Contact Matt Booher at mrbooher@vt.edu 
or (540) 325-7503.  
 
Fridays with a Forester – Winter/Spring 2026 Online Series  
Join University of Minnesota Extension foresters for a free, informal webinar series exploring 
key issues facing woodland stewards across the region. Each Friday session begins with a short 
presentation followed by open discussion shaped by participant questions. Topics this season 
include spruce budworm ecology, resilient forest stewardship, climate-ready trees, woodland 
disturbance, oak wilt management, production forestry on private lands, and more. Sessions 
run from January through April, with upcoming dates on April 10, April 17, and April 24 at 10:00 
AM Eastern. Registration is open to all. 
 
 
 



4 the Soil Highlights 

 
S6 – E6: Love What You Do: Vegetable Farming with Bob Jones, Jr. of The Chef's Garden, Part I 
Bob Jones, Jr., is a second-generation vegetable farmer and the chief executive officer of The 
Chef's Garden in Huron, Ohio. Bob co-owns the vegetable farm and business with his brother 
Lee. Bob and his brother love producing and selling flavorful, healthy, nutritious vegetables, 
microgreens, and edible flowers. Bob shares the history of The Chef's Garden with Mary, Jeff, 
and Eric, including a review of Economics 101 from the 1980s when interest rates peaked at 
24%, and the farm went from 1,200 to six acres. Bob and the Chef's Garden team work closely 
with their customers, culinary professionals, physicians, and oncologists on taste, flavor, 
aesthetics, nutrient density, and food as the foundation of health. As a certified regenerative 
farming operation, their vision is to cultivate and nourish healthy soils, healthy plants, healthy 
people, healthy communities, and ultimately a healthy planet. 
 
S6 – E5: Managing Change, Building Cover Cropping Systems with Doug Fifer of Fifer Family 
Farms, Pt. II 
Doug Fifer of Fifer Family Farms joins Jeff, Mary, and Eric for a second episode to discuss how 
Doug manages change, inputs, and tighter margins with his farming and cover cropping 
systems. Doug acknowledges that we are all creatures of habit and have our comfort zones.  
Doug began experimenting and stretching his comfort zone with no-till farming and cover crops 
in 2010. As Doug built his cropping system and expanded his focus on cover crops as an integral 
input for soil biology and building organic matter, Doug's only regret is that he did not start 
when he was 25 rather than 50 years old. Doug reiterates that farmers are facing higher input 
costs and tighter margins; therefore, farmers need to be mindful of their actual return on 
investment (ROI) rather than solely focusing on yields. Return on investment is the bottom line. 

 

4 the Soil Blog Check out the latest 4 the Soil blog! 

 
 

  



April  
April 2, 2:00 – 3:15 PM: Growing Figs in Virginia (Virtual) 
Are you interested in figs?  Figs can be a great addition to the home orchard in most of 
Virginia.  This webinar will cover the basics of growing figs, from cultivar selection to pruning to 
harvest.  Learn more about these interesting fruits with Dave Meyers, Agricultural Extension 
Educator with University of Maryland Extension in Anne Arundel and Prince George’s Counties. 
Contact Ed Olsen at (540) 232-2136 or edo@vt.edu.  
 
April 3, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM: Hands-on Rabbit Processing Demonstration (Petersburg, VA) 
This live demonstration walks participants through each step of ethical rabbit processing, from 
safe handling and dispatch to skinning, evisceration, sanitation, cooling, and packaging. The 
training emphasizes proper technique, food safety requirements, and efficiency for both home 
use and small-scale on-farm sales. Participants will observe professional methods, ask questions 
in real time, gain confidence, and engage in preparing rabbits in a respectful, efficient manner. 
This session is ideal for producers who want to build self-sufficiency, improve processing skills, 
or expand value-added opportunities within their livestock and homestead operations. For 
more information, contact Tabitha Bugg at (804) 892-2997, or tbugg@vsu.edu.  
 
April 3-4: From Soil Health to Shelf Conference (Shepherdstown, WV) 
Farmers, food producers, and local food system leaders are invited to Soil Health to Shelf: Build 
Your Soil. Build Your Brand — a free, hands‑on, two‑day conference designed to strengthen 
your operation from the ground up. This event brings together growers exploring Organic and 
regenerative practices, value-added producers ready to scale, cooperative leaders, and the 
buyers who want to source locally and regionally produced goods. Whether you’re building 
healthier soil, refining your production systems, launching a jam line, bottling maple syrup, 
expanding honey sales, or positioning your products for wholesale markets, this conference is 
designed to help you move forward with clarity and confidence. Also enjoy hearing from 
keynote speaker Diane Flynt, author of Wild, Tamed, Lost, Revived: The Surprising Story of 
Apples in the South. 
 
April 7, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM: DIY Hydroponics Class/Workshop (Petersburg, VA) 
This hands-on workshop is designed for flower farmers and growers interested in building their 
own hydroponic cut flower growing kit. This class will cover the fundamentals of hydroponics, 
guide you step-by-step through constructing your own DIY system, and teach you how to 
successfully grow flowers using the Kratky method. Each participant will take home their very 
own DIY Kratky Hydroponic System, ready to use. Lunch will be provided, and the day will 
conclude with an exclusive tour of the VSU Indoor Ag Greenhouse. For more information, 
contact Curtis Childress at (804) 822-5795 or cchildress@vsu.edu. 
  
April 7, 6:00 - 8:00 PM: Recordkeeping On Your Computer or Smartphone (Virtual) 
Farming is a business; good recordkeeping is essential for a successful farming operation. Using 
the tools you have, you can keep thorough records. These records will provide valuable 
information on which methods work best on your farm. Recordkeeping can help plan a realistic 



forecast for the coming year and may also be a requirement for lending institutions. Greg 
Carter will lead this workshop. He grew up on a small farm but worked in the corporate world. 
After retirement, Greg returned to his roots and started a small diversified farming operation, 
using the lessons he learned in business. Now, he shares this knowledge with other farmers. For 
more information, contact Michael Carter Sr at (804) 481-1163 or mcarter@vsu.edu or Roland 
Terrell at (804) 892-4612 or rterrell@vsu.edu.  
 
April 8, 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM: Simplifying Sheep Management (Cumberland, VA) 
Sheep weighing, sorting, crutching, and applying ear tags can be very stressful on both the 
farmer and animals. Learn how to humanely reduce livestock stress and save labor and time 
handling sheep. Front Runner Farm, LLC, one of Virginia’s prominent Kerry Hill Sheep breeders, 
will demonstrate the Te Pari Racewell Sheep Handling and Drafting System. Also learn about 
using working Border Collies to calmly move and pen your flock. Dress appropriately; this is an 
outdoor event. For more information, contact Tammy Holler at (804) 895-9472 or 
tholler@vsu.edu.  
 
April 9, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM: Increasing Soil Health with Cover Crops (Virginia Beach, VA) 
This field demonstration is being held for farmers to learn about incorporating cover crops on 
their farm, which in turn means healthy crops. Participants will learn how to begin the Spiral of 
Soil Health, creating healthy soil in order for plants to have better uptake of nutrients which is 
essential for the highest potential growth, ability to withstand or resist drought, and to retain 
topsoil by reducing erosion, as well as learn how it sustains agricultural practices and our ability 
to provide food for the future. For more information, contact Ben Dukes at (804) 731-7916 or 
bdukes@vsu.edu.  
 
April 11, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM: Winter Pea Field Day (Fredericksburg, VA) 
Learn about winter peas as a cover crop, recent advancements in winter pea cover crop 
varieties, and results from ongoing on-farm participatory cover crop research projects. You’ll 
also get to view 4 of the winter pea varieties currently being trialed in a Virginia Cooperative 
Extension on-farm participatory research trial as a part of the Cover Crop Breeding Network's 
cover crop variety trials. Free lunch will follow the discussion. Please contact 
meganw24@vt.edu or (540) 315-1414 with any questions 
 
April 11, 5:00 - 7:00 PM: Campfire Farm Talk (Warfield, VA) 
Bring your lawn chair and finger food (hot dogs will be provided) for a relaxing evening 
discussion of any farm-related topic and/or challenges that you would like to discuss. Chat with 
James Maclin, who will be joining for a lively agribusiness talk, and learn about DCR, FSA, and 
USDA programs that can help beginning and established farmers. Other topics include the 
challenges and rewards of converting cropland to pastureland, improving soil health with 
poultry and sheep, and following the recommendations of a nutrient management plan. This is 
an outdoor evening event; please dress appropriately. For more info, contact: Tammy Holler at 
(804) 895-9472 or tholler@vsu.edu or James Maclin at (804) 731-6595 or jlmaclin@vsu.edu. 
 
 



April 14, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Basic Soil Science for Farmers (Danville, VA) 
April is the perfect time to learn about all of the things that are in our soil that help sustain 
plant growth.  Soils are complex with different amounts and types of sand, silt and clay.  Not all 
soils have the potential to grow a healthy crop.  Attendees will learn about the chemical and 
biological makeup of the different soils and why they are sometimes a challenge. For more 
information, contact Tim Sexton at (804) 524-1028, or tsexton@vsu.edu. 
 
April 14, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM: Soil Health Assessment Training (Cumberland, VA) 
The event will include discussion of specific soil health testing approaches, how to interpret soil 
test results, and how those results can guide management decisions on working farms. We will 
also explore how both inherent and dynamic soil properties affect the assessment and 
interpretation of soil health. Participants will hear from farmer Anthony Beery about the soil 
health projects and assessments he has implemented on his farm, offering real-world insight 
into how soil health principles and testing tools can be applied in practice. 
  
April 15, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Herd Health and Forage Improvement (Rapidan, VA) 
It is the perfect time to prepare for the upcoming year, with calving and pasture improvement. 
In this workshop, you will learn how to improve the forage quality to improve herd health and 
weight gains, and therefore increase profits. You will also learn about alternative forages to 
help deal with drought stress, or winter freezes, and other management issues. For more 
information, please contact Roland Terrell at (804) 892-4612 or rterrell@vsu.edu.  
 
April 16, 9:00 - 11:30 AM: FSA/USDA Programs (Petersburg, VA) 
Develop practical strategies to improve your financial stability, loss prevention, risk 
management and learn how USDA Programs can help to improve your financial security. You 
will also work one-on-one to receive technical assistance with a specialist to identify your key 
concerns in your farm business operation and connect you to legal, tax, and farm business 
services. For more info, contact: James Maclin at (804) 731-6595 or jlmaclin@vsu.edu.  
 
April 16, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM: Grafting 101 (Afton, VA) 
Learn techniques widely used to propagate fruit trees, increase disease resistance, and create 
dwarf varieties. Different techniques, including whip-and-tongue, cleft, bark incision, and 
budding will be discussed utilizing mainly persimmon and pawpaw as main examples. Examples 
of grafted fruit one month, one year, and two years after grafting will be observed. For more 
info, contact: Forest Hobbs at (804) 892-5910 or fhobbs@vsu.edu.  
 
April 16, 3:00 - 5:00 PM: Pest Management for Organic Vegetable Production (Petersburg, VA) 
Learn more about Integrated Pest Management in organic crop production to control pests so 
that crops remain profitable. Organic pest control excludes the use of synthetic chemicals and 
can be designed to keep pests from finding plants, such as by using natural enemies and 
companion planting. For more info, contact: James Gibson at (804) 720-6826 or 
jegibson@vsu.edu. 
  
 



April 18, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Poultry Processing Workshop (Ruckersville, VA) 
Minority and Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont (MVFP), in partnership with the Small Farm 
Outreach Program (SFOP), is excited to announce a series of hands‑on workshops and trainings 
designed to support small farmers, producers, homesteaders, and aspiring growers across the 
Piedmont. Learn safe, humane poultry processing from preparation through finished product 
handling. Registration required, space is limited. For more information, contact 
mfarmersofthepiedmont@gmail.com.  
 
April 18, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM: QuickBooks (Roanoke Rapids, NC) 
Develop practical strategies to improve your financial stability, loss prevention, and risk 
management, and learn how USDA Programs can help to improve your financial security. You 
will also work one-on-one with a specialist to receive technical assistance and identify your key 
concerns in your farm business operation, and connect you to legal, tax, and farm business 
services. For more information, please contact Jimmy Maclin at (804) 731-6595 or 
jlmaclin@vsu.edu. 
  
April 20, 3:00 - 6:00 PM: Farm Tour and Social at Great Day Gardens (Forest, VA) 
This farm tour offers an on‑farm look at this woman‑owned vegetable and flower operation 
serving the Lynchburg area since 2014, featuring about two acres in cultivation, a thriving CSA, 
market stands, and spring plant sales. The tour will highlight tunnel production, wash/pack 
systems, a young blueberry plot, equipment setup, and a passive‑solar natural home currently 
under construction. Hosted by the Roanoke Foodshed Network and partners, the event invites 
participants to learn from the farm’s diversified production systems and community‑oriented 
approach. For more information or if you are interested in carpooling, contact Becki DeRusseau 
at becki.derusseau@vabf.org.  
 
April 20, 7:00 - 8:00 PM: The Chef’s Garden: The Flavor of Health and Resilience (Virtual) 
Want to learn more about the Chef's Garden and the intersection of soil health, taste, and 
resilience?  Join this online presentation and conversation with Bob Jones, Jr. co-owner and 
chief executive officer of The Chef’s Garden in Huron, Ohio. Bob will be talking about what 
health and resilience have looked like and have evolved into since his parents and family 
started vegetable farming in 1960. Their farm is considered a culinary haven due to their 
commitment to regenerative agriculture, multi-species cover cropping, nutritional quality, and 
flavor. In addition to shipping vegetables and microgreens to all fifty states and seventeen 
countries, The Chef’s Garden and Framer Jones Farms include a farm market, seasonal U-pick, a 
Culinary Vegetable Institute, and an on-farm research laboratory that Bob’s father started. 
 
April 21, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM: Growing with Biochar: A Training Event for Virginia and Mid-
Atlantic Agriculture (Petersburg, VA) 
Whether you advise farmers, are a farmer, manage land, shape sustainability programs, or 
develop agricultural policy, this event will help you confidently integrate biochar into 
regenerative agriculture and connect with a growing community of practice. For more 
information, please contact tera@biochar-us.org.  
 



April 21, 6:00 - 8:00 PM: Agriculture Business Structure Planning Workshop (Rustburg, VA) 
Agriculture and rural businesses will have the opportunity to review different business 
structures. Planning correctly will protect individuals from personal liability of business debt 
and reduce some of the financial risk involved in agriculture. Specialists will present multiple 
options for agriculture businesses to choose from in planning their agricultural business 
structure. For more information, contact Forrest Hobbs at (804) 892-5310, or fhobbs@vsu.edu.  
 
April 21, 6:00 - 8:00 PM: Spring Climatology of Southwestern VA Farms and Landscapes 
(Jonesville, VA) 
From wicked winter storms to balmy days, spring can be a volatile season in the Virginia 
mountains. No two spring seasons are identical across this diverse landscape. Come explore the 
March through May period used to characterize the climatology of this busy season on Virginia 
farms. Using original research and official data, an overview of both long-term and short-term 
weather and climate trends will be discussed (including a recap of the 2025-26 Winter). An 
open question-and-answer discussion session will be encouraged. For more information, please 
contact Wayne Browning at (804) 760-3932 or wbrowning@vsu.edu.  
 
April 22, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM: Precision Ag Tech Expo (Suffolk, VA) 
The Precision AG Technology Expo provides a dynamic platform where growers, Extension 
agents, researchers, students, and industry partners come together to interact, learn, and 
explore cutting-edge innovations in precision agriculture. The event will feature live technology 
demonstrations, networking opportunities, and insights into emerging tools designed to 
enhance efficiency, sustainability, and profitability in modern agriculture.  
 
April 22, 1:00 - 4:00 PM: Maintaining Small Engines (Petersburg, VA) 
To ensure the longevity of two- and four-cycle engines, proper and regular maintenance must 
be performed. All manufacturers have their own maintenance schedule and procedure. This 
workshop will highlight procedures common to all small-engine maintenance schedules. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their four-cycle engine along with the manufacturer's 
recommended oil and can change it at the workshop. You’ll learn about the importance of 
oil/fuel recommendations for two-cycle engines and proper lubrication of equipment. Please 
register early since there will be a cutoff of 15 participants. For more information, please 
contact James Gibson at (804) 720-6826 or jegibson@vsu.edu.  
 
April 23, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Basic Soil Science for Small Farmers and Growers (Wise, VA) 
This is an excellent time to learn about soils and all the ways they support us in our daily lives. 
Come join VSU Soil Expert Tim Sexton and learn why soils are different than you may imagine. 
You will learn about how soil forms and breaks down to develop different layers, and about the 
importance of different-sized particles. Why do some soils have a lot of organic matter and 
others do not? What things can we do to improve soil health? By improving soil health, we 
improve plant health and our health. The event is limited to the first 8 registrants. For more 
information, please contact Wayne Browning at (804) 760-3932 or wbrowning@vsu.edu.  
 
 



April 23-24: 2026 Women in Ag Gathering (Stanley & Harrisonburg, VA) 
Dear Women in Ag Network and Ag Extension Agents, SAVE THE DATE for Women in Ag 
Gathering 2026 - "Exploring Agritourism in the Shenandoah Valley." This year's event is all 
about Agritourism! The event will be held on April 23-24, 2026. Day 1 includes: Learning how to 
work with local government; Networking with fellow women farmers and ranchers and learn 
how to leverage your online presence; Learning how to develop a risk mitigation plan or review 
and improve what you already have; Hearing from fellow producers about their experiences in 
agritourism. Day 2 takes participants on 1 of 3 tours, covering horticulture, livestock, and fruit 
and vegetable production. Tours and accommodations will take place in and around 
Rockingham and Page Counties. Registration will be shared in the New Year. Don't forget to 
follow along on Facebook or contact your local Extension Office for more information.  
 
April 25, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM: Herd & Forage Improvement Field Day Event (Brandy Station, 
VA) 
April is a great time for a farm field day event to see and learn about improved pasture 
management practices, higher-quality forages, and how to create healthy soil, so that animal 
producers will see increased weight gains, improved herd health, and therefore increased 
profits. Mr. Triplett will discuss his success with his grazing practices, the time it takes to 
manage his herd, and other things he does to keep his herd healthy. You’ll also learn about 
good record-keeping and the Herd Health and Forage Improvement Program at VSU. Lunch will 
be served. For more information, contact Roland Terrell at 804.892.4612 or rterrell@vsu.edu.  
 
April 27, 9:00 – 11:00 AM: Increasing Soil Health with Cover Crops (Painter, VA) 
This field demonstration is being held for farmers to learn about incorporating cover crops on 
their farms, which in turn means healthy crops. Participants will learn how to begin the Spiral of 
Soil Health, creating healthy soil in order for plants to have better uptake of nutrients which is 
essential for the highest potential growth, ability to withstand or resist drought, and to retain 
topsoil by reducing erosion, as well as learn how it sustains agricultural practices and our ability 
to provide food for the future. For more information, contact Ben Dukes at (804) 731.7916 or 
bdukes@vsu.edu.  
 
April 27, 5:30 – 8:30 PM: Grower-Buyer Mixer – Where Virginia Farms Meet Their Match! 
(Richmond, VA) 
Are you growing vegetables or grains? Growing organically or thinking about making the 
transition? Ready to scale up or find new market outlets? If you answered yes to any of these, 
this is the room you’ve been waiting for.  If you’ve ever wondered what it takes to get your 
vegetables or grain into a distillery, mill, grocery store, or regional supply chain, bring your 
questions and come get the answers straight from the source. The evening kicks off with a 
buyer panel featuring grain buyers from the distillery and milling world alongside diversified 
vegetable buyers from grocery, food hubs, and wholesale. Panelists include Evrim Dogu, Sub 
Rosa Bakery and Shelley Sackier, Reservoir Distillery and the Virginia Heritage Grain Project 
(BOD of Common Grain Alliance). They’ll share what they’re looking for, what it takes to sell 
into their operations, and how to get started. Then the floor opens up for networking. This 
event is free, with food and drinks provided. 



April 28, 9:00 – 11:00 AM: Small Farm Orientation (Virtual) 
This two-hour online course is for new farmers with zero to five years of experience operating a 
farm. Ben Dukes, regional program assistant for the VSU Small Farm Outreach Program, and Dr. 
Nartea, extension specialist for VSU Integrated Marketing Program, will walk attendees through 
the process of developing a productive and profitable farm. Participants will receive a Small 
Farm Orientation manual. For more information, contact Ben Dukes at (804) 731.7916 or 
bdukes@vsu.edu.  
 
April 28, 10:00 – 11:00 AM: Harvesting Hope – A Mental Health Initiative for Farmers 
Agricultural producers encounter a distinct set of mental health challenges arising from 
operational uncertainties, financial volatility, environmental pressures, and the demanding 
nature of production agriculture. These stressors can significantly impact personal well-being, 
decision-making capacity, and long-term business sustainability. This Mental Health Training 
Class is designed to provide producers with a structured foundation in mental health 
awareness, emphasizing the identification of stress indicators, early signs of mental health 
concerns, and appropriate response strategies. The curriculum integrates evidence-based 
practices with producer-relevant scenarios, promoting practical skills in stress management, 
communication, and peer support within agricultural operations. In addition, the program 
addresses the persistent stigma associated with mental health in rural communities and 
highlights available professional and community resources. For more information, contact: 
Yowei Peralta, (804) 892-0282, yperalta@vsu.edu.  
 
April 28, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM: Improving Soil Health and Fertility with Cover Crops (Salem, 
VA) 
This field demonstration is being held for farmers and gardeners alike to learn about 
incorporating cover crops on their farm and gardens which in turn means healthy crops. 
Participants will learn how to begin the Spiral of Soil Health, creating healthy soil in order for 
plants to have better uptake of nutrients which is essential for the highest potential growth, 
ability to withstand or resist drought, and to retain topsoil by reducing erosion, as well as learn 
how it sustains agricultural practices and our ability to provide food for the future. For more 
information, contact Brent Noell at (804) 892-0140 or bnoell@vsu.edu.  
 
April 28, 12:30 – 3:30 PM: Working the Land – Without Losing Yourself (Danville, VA) 
Farmers experience chronic stress due to structural imbalances, demanding schedules, and 
limited control over their environment. Personal needs are often neglected in favor of farm 
responsibilities. This session will offer practical strategies for shifting perspectives and building 
support systems to cope with these challenges. Rather than framing stress as an individual 
failing or clinical concern, this session situates farmer well-being within the lived realities of 
agricultural work, land stewardship, and rural identity. Mark Howard, MSSW will lead a walk on 
his farm and discuss ways to deal with the daily stress of farming. For more information, 
contact Marilyn Estes at (804) 481-0485 or mestes@vsu.edu. 
  
 



April 28, 4:00 – 6:00 PM: Diversity, Sales and Expanding Markets at Long Stone Farm 
(Lovettsville, VA) 
Join Future Harvest and Casey & Justin Wisch of Long Stone Farm, where this family farm 
produces pasture-raised beef, pork, chicken, and eggs sold through shares/subscriptions, bulk 
buys, a seasonal retail store, and wholesale to regional grocers. They also produce lamb and 
charcuterie. Learn what systems – on farm and online – work best for their sales and 
customers. Casey will also talk about their grazing practices and commitment to farming 
harmoniously with the surrounding ecosystems, using practices that provide habitat and forage 
for pollinators and wildlife. Participants will tour the farm, see areas of the pasture active with 
animals as well as fields at rest, and learn more about their red angus genetics. Additionally, the 
Wischs can talk about their newest business- Blue Wall Cider and Wine. Tour the farm store and 
hear more about the newly opened tasting room in Peonian Springs. This event is FREE. RSVP 
required. 
 
April 28 – 30, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Virginia Farmers Market Food Safety Summit (Virtual) 
An online summit for farmers market managers & farmers market food vendors/producers 
covering food safety requirements in Virginia. During this annual Food Safety Summit, the 
Virginia Farmers Market Association (VAFMA) brings together representatives from VDACS, 
VDH, VA ABC, and VCE to walk you through the requirements and answer your questions. These 
sessions are recorded and shared with registrants. Participants are able to receive a certificate 
of participation. 
 
April 29 – May 1: Virginia Forestry Summit (Norfolk, VA) 
The 2026 Virginia Forestry Summit is a must-attend event for forestry professionals looking to 
connect, learn, and grow. The Summit offers a perfect blend of networking with peers, 
engaging discussions on the latest industry trends, and practical insights to help you navigate 
the future of forestry. Contact: (804) 278-8733 or vfa@vaforestry.org.  
 
April 30, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Irrigation and Soil Moisture Management for Farmers 
(Danville, VA) 
April is the perfect time of year to learn more about irrigation systems, their efficiency, and 
how to determine soil moisture at any given time, so we don't waste water or stress the crops 
and plants we are trying to grow. For more information, contact Tim Sexton at (804) 524-1028 
or tsexton@vsu.edu.  
 

 
 
 

  



May 
May 2, 9:00 AM - 10:00 PM: Compost Fest (Roanoke, VA) 
Join this annual event on International Workers Day, which brings together ecology workshops, 
live music, kids activities, and a community celebration honoring past, present, and future earth 
workers at Roanoke’s only compost facility. The day features a headlining hip hop set by Head 
Roc, performances by SHMAZZ and Inqwesson, a monument dedication with support from 
Antonio D. Stovall and Brian King, music from folk artist Ash Devine, and a soul set performed 
by musicians from UNITY of Roanoke Valley. Families can enjoy children’s programming 
throughout the event, including a kids concert, and all attendees are invited to share in lunch 
and dinner, tour the compost facility, and walk the two-acre food forest built by community 
members. This celebration honors International Workers Day, ecological stewardship, and 
cultural unity. 
 
May 2, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Honey Bee Workshop (Ruckersville, VA) 
Interested in starting your first hive or strengthening your beekeeping skills? Join the Minority 
& Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont and the Small Farm Outreach Program for a hands-on 
workshop at Cattle Run Farm in Ruckersville. Participants will learn bee biology, equipment 
basics, apiary setup, seasonal management, and practical strategies for maintaining healthy, 
productive colonies in Piedmont, Virginia. You’ll leave with a first-year management plan, a 
realistic budget, and the confidence to safely open and work a hive. For accommodation 
requests, contact the Small Farm Outreach Program at smallfarm@vsu.edu or (804) 524-3292. 
For more information, contact mfarmersofthepiedmont@gmail.com.  
 
May 20, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM: Mid‑Atlantic Nursery Workshop (Virginia Beach, VA) 
Growers are invited to the 2026 Mid‑Atlantic Nursery Workshop, a rare opportunity to learn 
directly from leading experts in irrigation, nutrition, and container substrate management. 
Hosted at the Hampton Roads Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Virginia Beach, this 
full‑day program (lunch included) covers pondwater quality, soilless substrate engineering, 
irrigation scheduling, rootzone temperature management, drone applications, fertility 
management, and more. The workshop brings together world‑class experts in nursery 
irrigation, nutrition, and container substrates to assist Virginia growers. Registration is $35 per 
person. For details, contact Dr. Kristopher Criscione at kscriscione@vt.edu or (732) 599-4274. 
 
May 21, 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM: 2026 Virginia Small Grain Field Day 
The focus of this year's field day will be a Q&A panel discussing Ag policy in Richmond & 
Washington, farm profitability, and global markets. Panelists will include Ben Rowe, Virginia 
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture & Forestry; Anthony Pena, National Association of Wheat 
Growers Policy Manager; Robert Harper, Grain Division Manager, Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation; and Taylor Hubbard, Director of Government Affairs, Virginia Grain Producers 
Association. There will also be field tours highlighting Small Grain Research at Virginia Tech, and 
wheat appraisal for crop insurance. This event is free, with a BBQ lunch provided. 
 
 



May 27-29, 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM: Temperate Silvopasture Symposium (Kutztown, PA) 
This event offers an in‑depth, three‑day learning experience for producers, land managers, and 
professionals interested in integrating trees and livestock for more resilient agricultural 
systems. The symposium brings together more than 30 leading practitioners to explore the 
science, practice, and global context of silvopasturing, followed by a full day of farm tours 
featuring interactive demonstrations and discussions. The series concludes with a hands‑on 
Silvopasture Field Day, focused on creating silvopastures in existing wooded areas and 
enhancing grazing lands through strategic tree integration. Registration for the Field Day is 
$195, and space is limited.  
 
 

Summer 
August 1, 9:00 AM - 6:30 PM: Food Preservation Conference (Wytheville, VA) 
Food preservation methods such as canning, fermentation, dehydration, and freezing are great 
ways to keep food fresh throughout the year! Make sure that you are doing it safely by 
attending Virginia Cooperative Extension's Food Preservation Conference on August 1st, 2026 
at the Wytheville Meeting Center. Pick from over 15 sessions, from beginning water bath 
canning to curing a ham! The cost of this event is $60, which includes lunch and access to pick 
from 15 high-quality educational sessions. 
 

------ 

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are open 
to all, regardless of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), gender, gender identity, 
gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, military status, or any other basis protected by law. 

 


	Newsblast
	April 1, 2026
	A Message from VBFRC
	April settles in with a sense of steady unfolding, as early blooms, longer days, and warming soil signal that the growing season is truly underway. The quiet planning of winter has given way to hands‑on work, and fields, gardens, and high tunnels begin to show the first real signs of momentum. It’s a month when growers balance preparation with action—seeding, tending, troubleshooting, and learning in real time as the landscape wakes up around them. This newsblast gathers opportunities that support that shift into fuller spring: workshops, programs, and resources designed to strengthen skills, deepen connections, and help operations meet the season with confidence. Here’s to embracing April’s energy and building toward the abundance ahead.
	The Virginia Beginning Farmer & Rancher Coalition is a state-wide and coalition-based Extension program, housed in Virginia Tech’s Department of Agricultural, Leadership, and Community Education. Funding was sponsored by the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program (BFRDP) of the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) Award #2023-49400-40885.

	Partner Highlight
	Virginia Cooperative Extension’s GRAZE 300 team is offering a free four‑part webinar series this spring to help producers strengthen their pasture management skills through simple, adaptable grazing strategies. Beginning April 14, participants meet Tuesday evenings to explore how managed grazing can work on any scale, from balancing forage supply and livestock demand to understanding the plant and animal biology that drives healthy grazing systems. Sessions also introduce practical tools for strip grazing and daily rotations, giving producers actionable steps to improve forage utilization and build more resilient pastures. This series is ideal for beginning and experienced livestock managers looking to make thoughtful, incremental improvements to their grazing systems. The webinars run April 14, 21, 28, and May 5 from 6:00–7:30 PM. For questions, contact Meredith Hoggatt at mhoggatt@vt.edu.



