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March arrives with a sense of awakening, carrying the first
hints of spring and the momentum that comes with it.
Fields begin to stir, planning turns toward action, and the
pace of the season steadily builds. It’s a month when
farmers and growers shift from winter’s quiet preparation
to the early work of tending, learning, and reconnecting
with the land and one another. This newsblast highlights
opportunities that support that shift—programs,
workshops, and resources designed to strengthen skills,
spark new ideas, and prepare operations for the busy
months ahead. Here’s to embracing March’s renewal and
stepping confidently into the season of growth.

The Virginia Beginning Farmer & Rancher Coalition is a
state-wide and coalition-based Extension program, housed|
in Virginia Tech’s Department of Agricultural, Leadership,
and Community Education. Funding was sponsored by the
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program
(BFRDP) of the USDA National Institute of Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) Award #2023-49400-40885.

VSU’s 12 Week Urban Agriculture Certificate Course kicks off
March 7, offering a deep, practical introduction to growing
food in urban spaces. Participants meet on Saturdays for a
mix of classroom learning and hands-on training at Randolph
Farm, with both in-person and virtual options available. The
course covers essential topics for new growers, including
botany, pest management, permaculture, greenhouse
production, and safe gardening on challenging sites.
Students also explore business basics, plant propagation,
and small-scale livestock care to build a well-rounded
foundation. An all-day orientation on March 7 is required for
all participants. This is a great opportunity for beginning
farmers looking to strengthen their skills and confidence in
urban agriculture. For more information and to register, visit
the Sustainable Urban Agriculture Certification Course
webpage, or contact Dr. Leonard Githinji at lgithinji@vsu.edu
or call (804) 524-5962




Note: Green underlined text is a link

Announcements

Call for Research Participants

Urban farmers in Virginia are invited to participate in a research study on how they access,
share, and use agricultural knowledge. The study aims “to better understand how urban
farmers in Virginia find, share, and use agricultural knowledge to support their farming
practices” and how organizations like Extension, agencies, nonprofits, and peer networks can
better meet their needs. Interviews are 45—-60 minutes, anonymous, and can be completed
online, by phone, or in person. Eligible participants must be 18+, based in Virginia, identify as
urban farmers, and produce for financial income and/or public good. For more information,
contact William McCausland at (610) 533-3590 or amwilliam@vt.edu.

Rhythms of the Region: Call for Artist Applications

The Roanoke Foodshed Network (RFN) is seeking musicians to participate in Rhythms of the
Region, a commissioned music project celebrating the agricultural heritage, landscapes, and
lived experiences of farmers across the Roanoke region of Southwest Virginia. Six selected
artists will create an original song inspired by regional farmers’ stories, to be featured on a
collaborative album and, where aligned, integrated into the Roanoke Region Food and Farm
Trail multimedia docu-series. Artists will be compensated: $1,300 per artist or artist
collaborative for songwriting, recording time, and a project showcase performance at the Floyd
Country Store (recording, mixing, and mastering costs are covered by the RFN). Applications are
due by 11:59 PM March 6th, 2026.

2026 Northern Piedmont Beginning Farmer Program

Are you thinking of starting a production farm or diversifying an existing operation? The
Northern Piedmont Beginning Farmer Program (NPBFP) is a multi-class, in-person program
designed to help aspiring and diversifying farmers make informed decisions about a new
operation. The program’s focus is: Introduction to farm planning, marketing, and farm business
management. For more information, contact Jim Jankins at fauquieredfarm@gmail.com or
540-336-43331. The class will meet in person at the Fauquier Cooperative Extension, 24
Pesham St., Warrenton, VA. 20186. Class meets weekly on Saturday from Feb 28t to April 24t
at 1:30-3:00 PM. This course costs $100 per person, $150 per couple.

VFGC 2026 Fence Building Schools

Join a one-day, hands-on training with expert instructors covering materials selection, fence
design, brace construction, and installation of high-tensile woven and smooth wire, along with
electric fencing. The $35 registration fee includes morning refreshments and lunch, and each
location provides in-field practice to build skills and confidence. Register for Dry Fork (Apr 1),
Galax (Apr 8), or Weyers Cave (Apr 29) through the linked course pages on the program
website.




FARMpreneurs Fall Strategic Sprint

Applications are now open for the FARMpreneurs Fall Strategic Sprint, a free, week-long, in-
person executive education program designed for regenerative farmers seeking to strengthen
their business strategy, leadership skills, and long-term resilience. Participants spend an
intensive week developing a 3—-5-year strategic plan, refining their farm’s mission and vision,
and applying entrepreneurial frameworks directly to their operations. Each cohort meets at one
of three fall 2026 locations—Pescadero, CA; Creemore, Ontario; or Carthage, TN—and farmers
leave with a digital “strategic playbook” plus a powerful network of peers and mentors.
Applications for the Fall 2026 sprints are open through March 16, and all program fees are
covered for selected farmers.

Grant Opportunity: Catalyzing Agroforestry Grant Program

The 2026 Catalyzing Agroforestry Grant Program offers funding and technical support for
farmers and land stewards implementing agroforestry practices across the U.S. Eligible
practices include alley cropping, forest farming, food forests, riparian buffers, silvopasture, and
windbreaks—all aimed at advancing regenerative agriculture and ecological resilience.
Applicants also gain access to the ARKx Network, a national hub for agroforestry collaboration,
events, and resource sharing. The application deadline is March 3, 2026. Send questions to
CAGP contact Patrick Bowers at bpatri8@vt.edu.

The Agroforestry Regional Knowledge Exchange Network

The Agroforestry Regional Knowledge Exchange Network (ARKx) is a national platform designed
to connect farmers, organizations, and partners practicing agroforestry. Through interactive
tools like the National Agroforestry Map, searchable farm and organization profiles, a
community calendar, and a curated resource library, ARKx makes it easy to find events, share
knowledge, and explore agroforestry practices by region or topic. Whether you're looking to
add your farm to the map, discover peer success stories, or access guides and webinars, ARKx
helps grow a connected, informed agroforestry community.

Series

Crop Grazing Series
This series offers two evening webinars and a hands-on field day focused on integrating
livestock into cover crop systems to improve soil health, reduce feed costs, and strengthen farm
profitability. See more detailed information for each event listed below. For more information,
contact Taylor Adam at tadam@farmland.org or (202) 777-3813.
e March 2, 6:00 - 7:30 PM: Cover Crop Grazing 101 Webinar #1 (Virtual)
Curious about grazing cover crops or looking to refine your approach? Join us to learn
how to integrate livestock into cover crop systems to improve soil health, reduce feed
costs, and create new opportunities for farm profitability. This webinar will cover key
principles, management considerations, and insights from ongoing grazing projects in
Virginia. Speakers from J&G Land & Livestock, American Farmland Trust, and Virginia
Biological Farming Association will share their experiences and practical guidance.




March 9, 6:00 - 7:30 PM: Cover Crop Grazing 101 Webinar #2 (Virtual)

Learn from producers who have been grazing cover crops for their operations for
several seasons. Aaron Alons and Eric Heins will share their experiences, including the
value and importance of the partnerships they’ve built, and the benefits these practices
have brought to their operations. Aaron Alons and Eric Heins have also been involved
with Practical Farmers of lowa, bringing additional insight from their work in that
network.

March 24, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM: Cover Crops & Grazing Field Day (Rocky Mount, VA)
Row-crop producers and graziers are invited to a full-day, in-field learning experience
hosted by King’s AgriSeeds and American Farmland Trust. The morning session
highlights the performance and benefits of a range of cover crop varieties, with short
expert presentations and live demonstrations showing how different mixes function in
real production systems. After lunch, USDA grazing specialist Doug Peterson will lead an
applied exploration of livestock integration, illustrating how strategic grazing can
enhance soil health, nutrient cycling, and whole-farm resilience. The afternoon includes
a cover-crop grazing demonstration using virtual fencing technology, offering a practical
look at tools reshaping managed grazing. Register by March 15.

March 7 - June 27, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM: Sustainable Urban Agriculture Certification Program

(Petersburg, VA)

VSU’s 12-Week Urban Agriculture Certificate Course kicks off March 7, offering a deep, practical
introduction to growing food in urban spaces. Participants meet on Saturdays for a mix of
classroom learning and hands-on training at Randolph Farm, with both in-person and virtual
options available. The course covers essential topics for new growers, including botany, pest
management, permaculture, greenhouse production, and safe gardening on challenging sites.
Students also explore business basics, plant propagation, and small-scale livestock care to build
a well-rounded foundation. An all-day orientation on March 7 is required for all participants.
This is a great opportunity for beginning farmers looking to strengthen their skills and
confidence in urban agriculture. For more information, contact Dr. Leonard Githinji at
Igithinji@vsu.edu or call (804) 524-5962.

Landowner Retreats

Beginning Retreats provide information on hardwood and pine forest management, legacy
planning, management planning, and more. Beyond the Basics Retreats take a deep dive into a
specific forest management topic. All Retreats combine classroom instruction, field trips, and
hands-on activities. Registration opens 10 weeks before events.

Beyond the Basics Woodland Owner Retreat: Managing Your Forest for Timber Income
o March 13-14

o Holiday Lake 4-H Educational Center, Appomattox

Southwest Virginia Beginning Woodland Owner Retreat

o May8-9

o Southwest Virginia 4-H Educational Center, Abingdon

Southeast Virginia Beginning Woodland Owner Retreat

o September 11-12




o New Kent Conference Center, Providence Forge
Visit the Blue Ridge PRISM website for programs on non-native invasive species.

360 Cut Flower Discussion Group (Prince Edward, VA)

The 360 Cut Flower Discussion Group is a seasonal series designed to connect growers and
build skills from field to vase through farm tours, hands-on workshops, and interactive field
days. Events run monthly from April through September 2026, offering opportunities to learn,
share, and grow alongside fellow flower producers. Whether you're just starting out or
expanding your operation, this group provides practical knowledge and community support.
The dates in this series are as follows: April 16, May 14, June 18, July 23, August 20, and
September 25. For more information, or to register, contact Erin Small at (434) 392-0300,
erins96@vt.edu.

May 12 & 13: Virginia Forage and Grassland Council Basic Grazing School (Madison, VA)

The 2026 VFGC Grazing School offers a practical, two-day learning experience that helps
producers strengthen their grazing skills and confidence. Participants get hands-on time in the
field, learning how to assess pasture conditions, set up fencing, and apply core principles of
forage and soil management. The course blends expert instruction with real-world practice so
attendees can immediately apply what they learn. By the end, each producer begins shaping a
customized grazing plan tailored to their own farm. Contact Matt Booher at mrbooher@vt.edu
or 540-325-7503.

Fridays with a Forester — Winter/Spring 2026 Online Series

Join University of Minnesota Extension foresters for a free, informal webinar series exploring
key issues facing woodland stewards across the region. Each Friday session begins with a short
presentation followed by open discussion shaped by participant questions. Topics this season
include spruce budworm ecology, resilient forest stewardship, climate-ready trees, woodland
disturbance, oak wilt management, production forestry on private lands, and more. Sessions
run from January through April, with upcoming dates on March 20, March 27, April 10, April 17,
and April 24 at 10:00 AM Eastern. Registration is open to all.
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S6 - E4: From Picking Up Rocks to Successful No-Till Farming with Doug Fifer of Fifer Family
Farms, Pt. |

Where do you need to go with your farming? Doug Fifer of Fifer Family Farms joins Jeff, Mary,
and Eric to talk about his experience and journey with no-till crop farming over the past fifteen
years. Doug raises turkeys and cash crops in Mount Solon, Virginia, and is the president of the
Virginia No-Till Alliance (VANTAGE). For Doug, his journey with no-till farming began in 2010
when he began questioning where his farm needed to go. As a youth, Doug remembers having
to pick up rocks from the field after tilling and cultivating the soil for planting. He and his family
eventually sent the moldboard plow to the scrap heap and stopped tilling the soil completely.
In Doug's journey, he continues to learn, read, and experiment with vetch and more families of
cover crops. He particularly enjoys meeting with and mentoring other farmers, and sharing his
experience and lessons learned. One of Doug's regrets is that he did not start no-till farming
sooner.

S6 - E3: Growing Heirloom Mums, Building Healthy Soil with Jessica Hall of Harmony Harvest
Farm, Pt. |l

What priorities excite you? Heirloom Chrysanthemumes, soil health, and contributing back to the
community are exciting priorities for Harmony Harvest Farm. Returning guest, Jessica Hall, talks
about her passion for growing heirloom mums and building healthy soil, and how these are two
essential ingredients for achieving their vision. Jessica emphasizes the importance of engaging
your roots and making them stronger. For Jessica and her team, the farm business roots started
with research, collection, and cultivation of heirloom mums. Mums are dear to Jessica's heart
and are a phenomenal crop with great potential for small-acreage flower farmers in Virginia
and beyond.

4 the Soil Blog Check out the latest 4 the Soil blog!



March

March 2-3: Mid-Atlantic Strawberry Programs (Virginia Beach, VA)

Join growers, researchers, and Extension specialists for two days of hands-on learning focused
on strawberry, blackberry, and blueberry production. The program begins Monday with a field
walk at the Hampton Roads AREC, followed by an evening session on caneberry production at
the Creeds Ruritan Community Complex. Tuesday features the full Strawberry School and Trade
Show at the Virginia Beach Advanced Technology Center, with expert speakers covering
production practices, pest management, weather considerations, and emerging research. Lunch
and dinner are provided for registered attendees. For questions, contact Roy Flanagan at
rflanaga@vbgov.com or Tammy Mas at tmas@vbgov.com (757) 385-4769.

March 3, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Observe, Engage, and Share (Virtual)

Do you want to help your fellow farmer but feel uncertain how to start? Dr. Alexander E. Chan,
Mental Health Specialist at the University of Maryland, will discuss how farmers can help one
another be more aware of mental health, how to start conversations related to the topic, and
some of the resources that farmers and service providers can share with each other to assist
people in finding the help they need to stay well. For more information, contact Ben Dukes at
(804) 731-7916 or bdukes@vsu.edu.

March 3, 1:00 - 3:00 PM: Pruning Your Grapes for Improved Production (Warfield, VA)

If your grape or muscadine vines aren’t producing well, this workshop can help. Forrest Hobbs
will guide participants through the essentials of proper pruning—what to cut, why it matters,
and which tools make the job easier. By removing old wood and opening the canopy, growers
can boost fruit production and reduce disease pressure. The session is designed with beginners
in mind and offers clear, practical steps you can apply right away. For more information,
contact Marilyn Estes at (804) 481-0485 or mestes@vsu.edu.

March 4, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM: Basic Soil Fertility for Farmers (Rapidan, VA)

March is the perfect time to learn about soil fertility! In this workshop, you will learn about the
18 essential elements that are necessary for healthy plant growth. Farmers and growers will
learn about the macronutrients and the micronutrients, and the effect that they have upon the
plant you are trying to grow, and how they are utilized in the plants. You will learn about the
symptoms a plant exhibits when one of the nutrients is deficient. Farmers will also learn about
how the soil can affect the availability of these nutrients, and the effect lime has to improve soil
health. For more information, contact Roland Terrell at (804) 892-4612 or rterrell@vsu.edu.

March 4, 7:00 - 8:00 PM: Stockpiling Sorghum for Winter Grazing (Virtual)

Stockpiling grain sorghum for winter grazing is a practice growing in popularity among graziers
in the Midwest. Could it be a fit for Virginia? Join VFGC in a webinar to learn how to raise and
graze it, as shared by Rusty Lee, Extension Agronomy Field Specialist, University of Missouri.




March 5, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM: USDA Funding Opportunities for Homesteaders (Amherst, VA)
Finding financing sources is a challenge for most of the agricultural community, especially those
starting farms. The USDA has avenues to help if you know where to search. Many do not thrive
due to their lack of knowledge of this assistance and the safety nets that are in place to assist
beginning farmers. For more info, contact: Forrest Hobbs at (804) 892-5310 or
fhobbs@vsu.edu.

March 5, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM: Food Forest Field Day at Forested (Bowie, MD)

Join forest gardener and educator Bodhi Vasilopoulos for a hands-on tour and workshop at the
Forested research garden, covering the basics of top-working and bench grafting, an
introduction to pruning fruit trees, and the role of plant diversity and no-till practices in
restoring soil life. Participants will explore how forest-garden systems support long-term
ecological resilience, learn from Bodhi’s decade of experience in agroforestry and ecological
education, and receive guidance rooted in Forested’s vision for regenerative food-forest
ecosystems. Dress for the weather and bring hand pruners and cut-proof gloves. Admission is
$21/person.

March 5, 12:00 - 1:00 PM: VSU SFOP Lunch and Learn -What is the time to begin selling at the
Farmers Market (Virtual)

Spend your lunch hour with VSU Marketing professor Dr. Nartea, Michael Carter Sr. and James
Gibson to learn about steps needed to get ready for farmers markets. Customers want to know
their farmers and where their food is coming from. This will build lasting relationships. Register
today for this timely workshop. For more information, contact Michael Carter Sr at (804) 481-
1163 or mcarter@vsu.edu.

March 5, 7:00 PM: Digging into Soil Health Webinar, Healthy Soils, Resilient Farms (Zoom)
This session explores the four core principles of soil health and how to apply them on the farm.
The webinar is open to anyone interested in building more resilient, productive soils. For
guestions, contact meganw24@vt.edu.

March 5, 6:00 - 8:00 PM: Sorghum Basics: An Introduction to Sorghum Production (Virtual)
This webinar is for anyone interested in grain sorghum management, featuring Virginia Tech
specialists covering weed, insect, and disease challenges in sorghum. Topics include Weed
Management in Sorghum, Insect Pests of Sorghum, Sorghum Diseases, and opportunities for
on-farm research. For more information, contact Turner Minx at turnerminx@vt.edu.

March 6-7, Seeds & Culture: Rural and Urban Agriculture United Conference (Washington, DC)
The Ujamaa Cooperative Farming Alliance (UCFA) is hosting its 2026 conference “SEEDS &
CULTURE: Rural and Urban Agriculture United” at the University of the District of Columbia
(UDC)—in partnership with 2020 Farmers Co-op. The 2020 Farmers Co-op represents both
urban and rural growers and is committed to preserving traditional farming knowledge.

The SEEDS & CULTURE conference is a uniquely powerful expression of UCFA’s mission to
bridge communities across geographic and cultural lines through seed, soil, and shared




knowledge. Reach out to the event planning team at steamonward.org@gmail.com for more
info.

March 7, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Incubating and Caring for Newly Hatched Chicks (Warfield,
VA)

If you are thinking about starting a homestead, farm, or just want to sharpen your husbandry
skills, this workshop is for you. In this workshop, you will learn about the different types of
incubators available and how to successfully incubate poultry eggs and care for newly hatched
chicks. Bring your questions and be prepared for an informative, fun-filled morning learning
from "The Blind Farmer" (Paul Wilson). Please dress appropriately for the weather, this is an
outdoor event. For more information, contact Tammy Holler at (804) 895-9472 or
Tholler@vsu.edu.

March 7, 12:00 - 2:30 PM: Springtime Nutritional Management in Small Ruminants (Glade
Spring, VA)

Join VSU for an afternoon centered on learning about nutritional management in small
ruminants. Discussions will include a hands-on focus on nutritional requirements,
supplementation strategies, best management practices for weaning, and forage preferences
for sheep and goats. Don’t miss the chance to also learn about analyzing feed costs. Animal
Nutritionist Jimmy Parker will present these timely topics. Lunch provided. Registration
required by March 5. For more info, contact Amanda “Mandy” Fletcher (804) 892-0108 or
afletcher@vsu.edu.

March 8, 1:30 - 4:30 PM: Soil Food Web Compost Workshop with Alter Eco Farms
(Winchester, VA)

Growers and gardeners are invited to a hands-on, three-hour composting intensive at Laurel
Grove Wine Farm, hosted by Patti’s Place and led by Alter Eco Farms. This workshop digs into
the soil food web and the microbial processes that make nutrients plant-available, offering a
practical path toward reducing off-farm inputs and boosting crop and livestock nutrition.
Participants will compare different composting methods, learn how microbially complete
compost supports disease suppression and plant resilience, and take part in a live thermophilic
compost demonstration—expect to get dirty. Wear closed-toe shoes and bring gloves. Located
at Patti's Place at Laurel Grove Wine Farm at 3178 Laurel Grove Road, Winchester, VA.

March 9, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM: 2026 Blueberry School & Field Day (Keezletown, VA)

Growers interested in strengthening their blueberry production skills are invited to a full day of
classroom instruction and hands-on field learning in Keezletown. The program features leading
specialists covering core topics such as growing practices, fertilization, variety selection,
pruning, and soil health. Sessions take place at both an indoor classroom site and a nearby
farm. Registration is $15 per person (lunch included). Sign up online or contact Jason Cooper at
jbcooper@vt.edu or (540) 564-3080.




March 10, 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM: Agripalooza (Roanoke, VA)

Agripalooza returns on March 10, 2026, bringing together agriculture entrepreneurs and
business owners for a full day of learning, networking, and innovation. Held at Virginia Western
Community College in Roanoke, this dynamic event blends tradition with technology to tackle
today’s ag industry challenges. Attendees can expect breakout sessions, resource connections,
and practical takeaways to help grow their operations. Whether you're just starting out or
scaling up, Agripalooza is your gateway to fresh ideas and a thriving ag community.

March 10, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Precision Agricultural Practices for Small Farmers (South
Boston, VA)

Before planting season is a perfect time to learn about precision agricultural practices that are
very cost-effective for small and beginning farmers. Learn how decisions can be made during
the growing season and not just at planting to improve soil health, plant health, increase
production, and profits. You will also learn about the economical equipment options to help
you meet your goals. For more information, contact Tim Sexton at (804) 524-1028 or
tsexton@vsu.edu.

March 11, 10:00 AM — 12:30 PM: Understanding Your Soils Using Web Soil Survey (South Hill,
VA)

Learn the benefits of using the USDA online program, Web Soil Survey. WSS provides soil data
and information produced by the National Cooperative Soil Survey. The soil survey is a detailed
report on the soils of more than 95 percent of the nation’s counties. It has maps with soil
boundaries, photos, descriptions, and tables of soil properties and features. This will be a
hands-on computer workshop. Using the Web Soil Survey program, you will look at each
farmer’s farm soil data. For more information, contact Tammy Holler at (804) 895-9472 or
tholler@vsu.edu.

March 11, 3:00 - 5:00 PM: Soil Testing for the Beginning Farmer (Rapidan, VA)

Tests are performed to evaluate the soil's nutrient potential and to determine the most
beneficial application rates of fertilizer and lime for optimum plant growth. In this workshop,
you will learn the proper way to test your soil. Soil testing identifies specific nutrient
deficiencies and excesses, ensuring plants get the right mix of nutrients for healthy plant
growth. For more information, contact Roland Terrell at (804) 892-4612 or rterrell@vsu.edu.

March 12, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM: 2026 Virginia Agritourism Conference (Virginia Beach, VA)
Join agritourism producers, educators, and agency partners in Virginia Beach for a full day of
learning, networking, and on-farm exploration. The conference features sessions on partnering
with local and state tourism offices, navigating grants and funding opportunities, and
strengthening your digital marketing strategy. Attendees will also hear legislative updates over
lunch before departing for guided farm tours at Doodle Doo Farms and Cullipher Farms. For
hotel assistance, contact Rachel Foutz at rachel.foutz@vafb.com.




March 12, 6:00 - 7:00 PM: High Tunnels: Beginning and Extending the Growing Season
(Virtual)

This workshop will focus on increasing farm efficiency and profitability using high tunnels to
begin the growing season earlier and extend it longer. It features professor Dr. Sanjun Gu,
Virginia State University Extension Specialist of Horticulture and SARE (Sustainable Agriculture
Research and Education) Coordinator for Virginia. Dr. Gu will draw on decades of personal
research work related to vegetable production using low tunnels and high tunnels to help you
prepare for the 2026 growing season. For more information, contact Wayne Browning at (804)
760-3932 or wbhrowning@vsu.edu.

March 15-16: Mid-Atlantic Grain Fair & Conference (Kutztown & Malvern, PA)

The region’s grain community will come together for two days of connection, conversation, and
collaboration. Farmers, millers, maltsters, bakers, brewers, distillers, chefs, and grain advocates
will gather to celebrate the relationships and innovations strengthening a more resilient and
equitable Mid-Atlantic grain system. Expect thoughtful conversations, practical insights, and the
kind of shared learning that only happens when the full grain value chain is in the same room.
From soil to table, this event highlights the people and partnerships moving regional grain
forward. Contact lindsay@commongrainalliance.org for more information.

March 17, 9:00 - 11:00 AM: Small Farm Orientation (Virtual)

This two-hour online course is for new farmers with zero to five years of experience operating a
farm. Ben Dukes, regional program assistant for the VSU Small Farm Outreach Program, and Dr.
Nartea, extension specialist for VSU Integrated Marketing Program, will walk attendees through
the process of how to develop a productive and profitable farm. Participants will receive a Small
Farm Orientation manual. A separate room will be available for live presentation in Spanish.
Habra una sala separada para la presentacidn en vivo en espanol. For more information,
contact Ben Dukes at (804) 731-7916 or bdukes@vsu.edu.

March 18, 1:00 - 4:00 PM: Planning and Benefits of Silvopasture in Livestock Production
(Petersburg, VA)

This workshop will explore landowners’ interest in silvopasture, a system integrating the
management of trees, forage and livestock for sustainable ecological and economic production.
Participants will learn about silvopasture benefits and opportunities, design principles, practical
management techniques, and resources available to support landowners’ interest in the
practice, implementation, and management. For more info, contact James Gibson at (804) 720-
6826 or jegibson@vsu.edu.

March 18, 5:00 - 6:00 PM: Conservation Biology: Wetlands and Riparian Corridors of Farms
and Landscapes (Norton, VA)

Wetlands and riparian corridors are often the most biologically diverse areas in a landscape. For
hundreds of years, wetlands were drained to create farmland. Many are now coming to
understand that this was a tragic mistake. How can wetlands, stream corridors, and farms co-
exist? What benefits do they offer other than water? Come learn about the conservation
biology of these special habitats from Dr. Walter (Wally) Smith, Professor of Biology and Chair




of the Natural Sciences Department at the University of Virginia's College At Wise. For more
information, contact Wayne Browning at (804) 760-3932 or wbrowning@vsu.edu

March 19, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM: Whole Farm Planning (Petersburg, VA)

Whole Farm Planning helps beginning farmers maintain or improve profitability while
enhancing their sustainability. With Whole Farm Planning, beginning farmers define long-and
short-term goals to achieve a better quality of life at home and in the community. LEARN
FROM: VSU Small Farm Outreach Agents as they review the Whole Farm Planning manual; Farm
Credit representatives with instruction on how to develop a simple, one-page business plan. For
more information, contact Derrick Cladd at (804) 892-4489 or dcladd@vsu.edu.

March 20, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM: Soil Fertility and Crop Nutrition Workshop & Cover Crop Field
Tour (Suffolk, VA)

Farmers, ag professionals, and agency staff are invited to a full-day program at the Tidewater
Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Suffolk, offering an in-depth look at soil fertility,
plant nutrition, and cover crop management. This free workshop features expert-led sessions
on row-crop fertility, nutrient management, herbicide considerations in cover crop rotations,
dicamba training for 2026, and the use of poultry litter in Virginia and North Carolina.
Participants will also hear updates on emerging foreign and domestic threats to agriculture
before heading into the field for a guided cover crop tour. Lunch is provided. Registration is
required: https://tinyurl.com/CoverCropFD26. Location: 6321 Holland Road, Suffolk, VA 23437.

March 24, 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM: VSU AgFest (Petersburg, VA)

VSU AgFest returns on March 24, offering a lively, hands-on celebration of agriculture for
farmers and families alike. Visitors can explore interactive exhibits, meet small farm animals,
and learn about practical tools like hydroponics and climate-smart practices. The day also
features local food trucks, live music, and a bustling farmers’ market showcasing regional
growers. With activities for all ages and plenty of opportunities to connect, AgFest is a great
stop for anyone starting their farming journey. It's a fun, welcoming way to learn, taste, and
experience the many sides of agriculture. For more information, contact Jessica Harris at (804)
524-5964 or jharris@vsu.edu.

March 25, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM: Precision Agricultural Practices for Small Farmers (Rapidan, VA)
Farmers and growers will learn about precision agricultural practices that are economical for
their use and how they can improve crop yields. Participants will learn about the technologies
currently in use and how each can benefit soil and plant health. Participants will discuss how to
apply to areas less than one acre in size, if needed, and how important it is to keep good
records to improve yields and the quality of harvested items. Participants will also learn about
how to reduce variability in the field and why some soils will perform better than others. For
more information, contact Roland Terrell at (804) 892-4612 or rterrell@vsu.edu.




April
April 7, 6:00 - 8:00 PM: Recordkeeping On Your Computer or Smartphone (Virtual)
Farming is a business; good recordkeeping is essential for a successful farming operation. Using
the tools you have, you can keep thorough records. These records will provide valuable
information on which methods work best on your farm. Recordkeeping can help plan a realistic
forecast for the coming year and may also be a requirement for lending institutions. Greg
Carter will lead this workshop. He grew up on a small farm but worked in the corporate world.
After retirement, Greg returned to his roots and started a small diversified farming operation,
using the lessons he learned in business. Now, he shares this knowledge with other farmers. For
more information, contact Michael Carter Sr at 804-481-1163 or mcarter@vsu.edu or Roland
Terrell at (804) 892-4612 or rterrell@vsu.edu.

April 15, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Herd Health and Forage Improvement (Rapidan, VA)

It is the perfect time to prepare for the upcoming year, with calving and pasture improvement.
In this workshop, you will learn how to improve the forage quality to improve herd health and
weight gains, and therefore increase profits. You will also learn about alternative forages to
help deal with drought stress, or winter freezes, and other management issues. For more
information, please contact Roland Terrell at (804) 892-4612 or rterrell@vsu.edu.

April 18, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Poultry Processing Workshop (Ruckersville, VA)

Minority and Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont (MVFP), in partnership with the Small Farm
Outreach Program (SFOP), is excited to announce a series of hands-on workshops and trainings
designed to support small farmers, producers, homesteaders, and aspiring growers across the
Piedmont. Learn safe, humane poultry processing from preparation through finished product
handling. Registration required, space is limited. For more information, contact
mfarmersofthepiedmont@gmail.com.

April 20, 3:00 - 6:00 PM: Farm Tour and Social at Great Day Gardens (Forest, VA)

This farm tour offers an on-farm look at this woman-owned vegetable and flower operation
serving the Lynchburg area since 2014, featuring about two acres in cultivation, a thriving CSA,
market stands, and spring plant sales. The tour will highlight tunnel production, wash/pack
systems, a young blueberry plot, equipment setup, and a passive-solar natural home currently
under construction. Hosted by the Roanoke Foodshed Network and partners, the event invites
participants to learn from the farm’s diversified production systems and community-oriented
approach. For more information or if you are interested in carpooling, contact Becki DeRusseau
at becki.derusseau@vabf.org.

April 21, 6:00 - 8:00 PM: Agriculture Business Structure Planning Workshop (Rustburg, VA)
Agriculture and rural businesses will have the opportunity to review different business
structures. Planning correctly will protect individuals from personal liability of business debt
and reduce some of the financial risk involved in agriculture. Specialists will present multiple
options for agriculture businesses to choose from in planning their agricultural business
structure. For more information, contact Forrest Hobbs at (804) 892-5310, or fhobbs@vsu.edu.




April 23-24: 2026 Women in Ag Gathering (Stanley & Harrisonburg, VA)

Dear Women in Ag Network and Ag Extension Agents, SAVE THE DATE for Women in Ag
Gathering 2026 - "Exploring Agritourism in the Shenandoah Valley." This year's event is all
about Agritourism! The event will be held on April 23-24, 2026. Day 1 includes: Learning how to
work with local government; Networking with fellow women farmers and ranchers and learn
how to leverage your online presence; Learning how to develop a risk mitigation plan or review
and improve what you already have; Hearing from fellow producers about their experiences in
agritourism. Day 2 takes participants on 1 of 3 tours, covering horticulture, livestock, and fruit
and vegetable production. Tours and accommodations will take place in and around
Rockingham and Page Counties. Registration will be shared in the New Year. Don't forget to
follow along on Facebook or contact your local Extension Office for more information.

April 28, 4:00 PM: Diversity, Sales and Expanding Markets at Long Stone Farm (Lovettesville,
VA)

Join Future Harvest and Casey & Justin Wisch of Long Stone Farm, where this family farm
produces pasture-raised beef, pork, chicken, and eggs sold through shares/subscriptions, bulk
buys, a seasonal retail store, and wholesale to regional grocers. They also produce lamb and
charcuterie. Learn what systems — on farm and online — work best for their sales and
customers. Casey will also talk about their grazing practices and commitment to farming
harmoniously with the surrounding ecosystems, using practices that provide habitat and forage
for pollinators and wildlife. Participants will tour the farm, see areas of the pasture active with
animals as well as fields at rest, and learn more about their red angus genetics. Additionally, the
Wischs can talk about their newest business- Blue Wall Cider and Wine. Tour the farm store and
hear more about the newly opened tasting room in Peonian Springs. This event is FREE. RSVP
required.

May

May 2, 9:00 AM - 10:00 PM: Compost Fest (Roanoke, VA)

Join this annual event on International Workers Day, which brings together ecology workshops,
live music, kids activities, and a community celebration honoring past, present, and future earth
workers at Roanoke’s only compost facility. The day features a headlining hip hop set by Head
Roc, performances by SHMAZZ and Inqwesson, a monument dedication with support from
Antonio D. Stovall and Brian King, music from folk artist Ash Devine, and a soul set performed
by musicians from UNITY of Roanoke Valley. Families can enjoy children’s programming
throughout the event, including a kids concert, and all attendees are invited to share in lunch
and dinner, tour the compost facility, and walk the two-acre food forest built by community
members. This celebration honors International Workers Day, ecological stewardship, and
cultural unity.

May 2, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Honey Bee Workshop (Ruckersville, VA)

Interested in starting your first hive or strengthening your beekeeping skills? Join the Minority
& Veteran Farmers of the Piedmont and the Small Farm Outreach Program for a hands-on
workshop at Cattle Run Farm in Ruckersville. Participants will learn bee biology, equipment




basics, apiary setup, seasonal management, and practical strategies for maintaining healthy,
productive colonies in Piedmont, Virginia. You'll leave with a first-year management plan, a
realistic budget, and the confidence to safely open and work a hive. For accommodation
requests, contact the Small Farm Outreach Program at smallfarm@vsu.edu or (804) 524-3292.
For more information, contact mfarmersofthepiedmont@gmail.com.

May 20, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM: Mid-Atlantic Nursery Workshop (Virginia Beach, VA)

Growers are invited to the 2026 Mid-Atlantic Nursery Workshop, a rare opportunity to learn
directly from leading experts in irrigation, nutrition, and container substrate management.
Hosted at the Hampton Roads Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Virginia Beach, this
full-day program (lunch included) covers pondwater quality, soilless substrate engineering,
irrigation scheduling, rootzone temperature management, drone applications, fertility
management, and more. The workshop brings together world-class experts in nursery
irrigation, nutrition, and container substrates to assist Virginia growers. Registration is $35 per
person. For details, contact Dr. Kristopher Criscione at kscriscione@vt.edu or (732) 599-4274.

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are open
to all, regardless of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), gender, gender identity,
gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic
information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.



