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Pesticide Management in VA
 VA Pesticide Control Act (1989 law)
�In response to the federal pesticide law 

FIFRA (Federal Insecticide Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act);

�Deals with:
�general provisions and definitions 
�label requirements
�misbranding
�product registration
�pesticide applicator certification *
�violations and penalties
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The Virginia Pesticide Control Act was created in response to the federal pesticide law, FIFRA. 
The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act was established to control the use of pesticides in the U.S.
It was also meant to protect citizens and the environment.
FIFRA and the Virginia Pesticide Control Act defined terms such as “pesticide” and “use”.  It established standards for label requirements, misbranding, product registration, pesticide applicator certification and violations and penalties. Each state is unique in how they address pesticides. A state can have more strict laws but not less strict than the federal laws. When you graduate and move to another state for a job, find out what their pesticide laws and regulations are.



Pesticide Management in VA

 VDACS:  Office of Pesticide Services
�Certification, Licensing, Registration
�Enforcement and Compliance Assistance
�Special Projects

 VCE:  Virginia Tech Pesticide Programs
�Education & Outreach
�Special Projects
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At VDACS, the Office of Pesticide Services is the primary office that deals with applicator certification, pesticide business licensing and pesticide registration.
The office also enforces the Virginia Pesticide Control Act, which means that there are investigators who investigate complaints and accidents. They inspect businesses and farms.
They are able to issue fines and revoke certifications for violations. They work on special projects like pesticide container recycling and proper disposal of unused products.
VCE and VTPP are the education and outreach branches of the program.
VCE agents conduct test prep and recertification courses for applicators. They are sometimes involved with field trials and research on the efficacy of pesticide products. 
VTPP writes the study manuals, exams, and other educational materials for extension agents and agriculture producers.
We also work on special projects about Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and education of youth about Entomology (Hokie BugFest). Some of you may have heard about it.



Pesticide Use:  VA Definition

 “Pesticide Use” means
�application,
�supervision of an application, or
�job-related recommendation of a pesticide

�includes all of the routine activities that are part 
of a normal pesticide application:
�mixing,
�loading,
�cleanup, and
�disposal of excess mix, product, or containers.
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So what is Pesticide Use in Virginia?
Note that the Virginia definition of use is broad and inclusive…
It means the application, supervision of an application or job-related recommendations of pesticides.
It includes all of the routine activities that are involved with applications such as mixing, loading, cleanup and disposal.
Pesticides are products used to control a pest. A pest can be a weed, an insect, fungus or bacteria for example.
If you use bleach or antibacterial soap, you are using a pesticide.





Pesticide Application Techniques

 Liquid Application
 Soil Injection

Broadcast Applicators
 Air Blast
 Boom – multi nozzle 
 Hose – single nozzle
 Wipers and Wick



Pesticide Application Techniques

 Dry Application
 Targeted applicators
Pellets and Bates

 Broadcast
Drop spreaders
Spinner or Cyclone



Responsibilities and Legal Obligations
VA-Certified Applicators

• FOLLOW the LABEL
• Certification - how to get it, keep it
• Supervise employees
• Handle pesticides safely
• Keep accurate records
• Report incidents
--------------------------------------
For-hire application businesses (obtain, maintain):

VA Pesticide Business License
Financial responsibility / insurance
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Certified Pesticide Applicators have certain responsibilities and legal obligations to follow when using pesticides, but #1 applies to EVERYONE who uses pesticides.
#1 – We are a ”label is the law” state. Everyone is legally required to follow all the label directions of a pesticide in their possession.
The rest of these responsibilities are for certified applicators.
Certified applicators must keep track and maintain their certification. If they have a business they must maintain their pesticide business license, train and supervise their employees.
Obviously they must safely handle and provide adequate storage of their pesticides. They must keep proper records of pesticide applications and report any incidents that pose a threat to humans or the environment. 



Applicator Certification
 Who (in VA):
�In VA, most people who use pesticides “on the job”

 Why:
�Human and environmental safety
�Allow EPA to register pesticide uses and reduce 

risk

 How (in VA):
�Pre-requisites = training, experience
�Demonstration of  competency = written exam(s)
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We use the term pesticide applicator “certificate”, not license, in Virginia. 
Who needs to be a certified applicator? 
Agricultural producers using restricted-use pesticides and most people who use pesticides “on the job”.
As I’ve said before, this helps to protect humans and the environment and allows EPA to register pesticide uses for particular applicators.
We will go into more depth about this. Just know that commercial certification requires training and experience using pesticides and all applicators must pass an exam.



VA Certification Requirements
 Certification (of  some type) is required of  

most occupational pesticide use:

�All government employees
�All both nonagricultural and agricultural 

applicators who work for hire
�Many others who use pesticides as one of  

many duties (not for hire), 
�All farmers that use RUP’s
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Let’s talk about VA certification requirements. If you are using pesticides on the job you will most likely be required to have certification.
All government employees; 
All applicators both agriculture and nonagriculture who work for hire;
Many others who use pesticides as one of many duties (not for hire); and 
All farmers who use restricted-use pesticides




Private Applicator

In Virginia, a private applicator
is:

a person engaged in 
agricultural production on 
private property (owned, 
rented, or leased).
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Private applicators are those who are engaged in agricultural production on private property. They can own, rent or lease the land.
They do not have to be the land owner, they can work for the land owner. 
They can work in greenhouses, nurseries, fields, orchards, vineyards, etc.



Private Applicator (continued):
 Agricultural producers must be certified to use 

Restricted-Use pesticides.
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Agricultural producers must be certified private applicators to use restricted-use pesticides (RUPs).
Restricted-use pesticides are more hazardous to people and/or the environment, than general-use pesticides.
Often, these pesticides are the best or only effective way to control a certain pest on a crop.



Private Applicator (continued):

Categories:
�90 Food, Fiber, and Forest Product 

Production;
�91 Ornamental and Greenhouse 

Production;

Competency exam: free
�Written test at extension agents office 
�Computer test at DMV (must have letter)
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There are two categories for private applicators. Cat. 90 and 91.
Cat. 90 is – Food, Fiber and Forest Products such as corn, cotton and lumber.
Cat. 91 is – Ornamental and Greenhouse production such as flowers, landscape nurseries and turf.
PA exams are given at VCE offices by appointment or, with authorization from VDACS, at DMVs.
These exams are free to take and free to maintain.



Private Applicator 
Product Label 

 Always fallow the label

 Label Sections  
 The label is the LAW
 Product Name
 EPA Registration Number
 Caution Words
 Precaution Section 
 Personal Protection Equipment and Usage

 Product Usage and Crops and Rates
 First Aid and Poison Control 
 Storage Spills and Disposal



Private Applicator Personal Protection 
Equipment 

 Raspatory Protection
 Respirators (not dust masks)
 Full face and Half face

 Dermal Protection
 Basic –
 Long sleeves, long pants and closed toe shoes

 Specialized -
 Tyvek Suits
 Chemical Resistant Gloves, Boots and Aprons
 Waterproof hardhats, hoods or helmets



Private Applicator Personal Protection 
Equipment 

 Ocular Protection
 Respirators (not dust masks)
 Full face and Half face
Safety Glasses
 Face shields



Private Applicator Personal Protection 
Equipment 

 Application Records are kept for two 
years
 USDA - Date, applicator information, 

location, crop, size of area, product
 Record Book

 Recertification every two years.

 Questions



Questions



Commercial Pesticide Applicators:

All others who use pesticides for-hire 
or as part of their job duties
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Everyone else who is NOT a private applicator are commercial pesticide applicators. 
They use pesticides for-hire or as part of their job duties.



Commercial Pesticide Applicators (continued):

A “commercial applicator” uses
“...any pesticide for any purpose…”

on the job
(other than in agricultural production / private property).

 Certification requirements depend on the 
nature of  the pesticide use:
�RUP or not;
�Application site(s);
�Type of  Employer.
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Commercial pesticide applicators are those who use any pesticide for any purpose on the job. 
Certification requirements depend on the nature of the pesticide use:
It depends on the pesticides used, the application sites; and the type of employer.



Commercial Applicator Classes:
 Government Employee

�Ex:  Parks and Rec., Public Schools, VDOT, VCE agents, 
Professors and Graduate Students...

 For-Hire
�Ex:  Applicators who work for lawn care, home pest control, 

tree companies...

 Not-For-Hire
�Ex:  Golf course superintendents, apartment complex or 

industrial site maintenance workers...

 Inactive
�Not currently employed by a pest management/pesticide 

application agency or company.
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There are 4 different classes of commercial applicator:
Government Employee, For-Hire employee, Not-For-Hire employee, or Inactive
See the examples listed in the slide.
If you are a VT graduate student and you are researching the efficacy (effectiveness) of a newly developed insecticide for brown marmorated stink bugs, do you need to have certification? Yes, you would be considered a government employee because VT is a state university.



 ALL applicators who work for-hire
must be certified to use any pesticide 
for any purpose...

Commercial Applicators (continued):

Presenter
Presentation Notes

For-Hire applicators must be certified to use any pesticide for any purpose. 
These include:
Lawn care services
Home pest control services
Aerial applicators
And others who work as agricultural crop sprayers



 Not-for-hire applicators who use 
pesticides “on-the-job”’ must be 
certified IF they:
�use restricted-use pesticides, or
�use pesticides in sensitive areas:

�on any area open to the general public, including:
� educational institutions,
�health care facilities,
�day-care facilities,
� convalescent facilities;

�where open food is stored, processed or sold;
�on any recreational land over five acres.

Commercial Applicators (continued):

Presenter
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Not for hire applicators are those who use pesticides as just part of their job. 
A few examples of this is the golf course superintendent and a maintenance person at an apartment complex. Applying pesticides may be part of their job duties, but not all of it.




Exemptions / CA-RT Certification:
Prospective RT’s in training (40 hours OJT)
Lab researchers
Doctors and veterinarians (routine practice)
 Janitorial service workers using general-use pesticides
Sellers & applicators of  paints containing general-use pesticides
TBT (marine anti-foulant) paint applicators w/supervision (1:8)
Forestry workers using general-use products w/supervision (1:8)
Growers and farmworkers who use only general-use products
Government employees who use ready-to-use pesticides to avoid 

immediate personal harm from stinging or biting insects
People who use general-use products on their property
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So when do you NOT need to be a certified commercial applicator? What are the exemptions?
If you are in training as a Registered technician.
You work in a laboratory setting only.
If you are a doctor or veterinarian.
If you are a custodian using general-use pesticides.
See the others in this slide.



Commercial User Certification Options:

 Registered Technician
Training in safe handling of  pesticides,
based on job duties.

 Commercial Applicator
Specific training in pest and
pesticide management;
20 categories.
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If you have no experience or education in pesticide application, you will need to train and study as a registered technician.
A registered tech who has trained and studied for a year can apply to become a commercial applicator.
Lets start with the Registered Techs.



Registered Technician:

 Starting point for people w/out previous 
experience or education in pest 
management and pesticide use.

Within 90 days:
�Training (40 hours OJT; must match job duties).
�General safety competency exam (written).

Cannot own/operate a pesticide business;
must be directly supervised if  using RUPs.
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New, inexperienced employees trying to become RTs must be trained by a Commercial Applicator. 
 They must have 20 hours of book study and 20 hours of hand-on training to qualify to take the RT exam. Once they have passed their RT exam, they can use general-use pesticide with indirect supervision of a commercial applicator.
If an RT changes jobs they may need to be retrained. They cannot own a pesticide business and they must be directly supervised if using Restricted Use Pesticides.
Direct supervision means being in contact with the RT in person and on site.

Uncertified employees must be trained for and take the RT test w/in 90 days of hire date.
If the trainee fails the exam, they must reapply and retest within 30 days of the first testing.
If the trainee does not retest or fails the exam a second time, he/she cannot apply pesticides -- even under direct on-site supervision, -- until the exam is passed.



Commercial Applicator:
 Pre-requisites:

�One year as a RT, or
�Equivalent experience/education.

 CA’s can:
�hold a pesticide business license;
�train uncertified ‘new hires’;
�supervise RT’s using RUPs.

 CA’s demonstrate the ability to:
�use pesticides safely, and
�make pest and pesticide management decisions.

 Core and category competency exams
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Remember, to be a Commercial Applicator you need to have one year as a RT OR one year in experience/education. This class counts as part of your education. Therefore, many graduate students skip the RT exam and apply to take the commercial applicator exams.
Commercial applicators can apply to obtain a pesticide business license, train uncertified hires and supervise RTs using RUPs.
Its important that they use pesticides safely and make pest and pesticide management decisions carefully.




Commercial Applicator Categories

• 1A-Ag Plant PC
• 1B-Ag Animal PC
• 1C-Fumigation of
• Soil/Ag Products
• 1D-Chemigation
• 2-Forest PC
• 3A-Ornamental PC
• 3B-Turf PC
• 4-Seed Treatment

• 5A-Aquatic PC
• 5B-Marine Anti-

foulant Paints
• 6-Right-Of-Way PC
• 7A-General PC
• 7B-Wood-Destroying

Organisms
• 7C-Non-Ag 

Fumigation
• 7D-Vertebrate PC
• 7E-Sewer Root PC

• 8-Public Health PC
• 9-Regulatory PC
• 10- Demonstration

& Research PC
• 11-Aerial PC
• 12-Wood Pres. and 

Product Treatment
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There are 22 different commercial applicator categories that you can obtain.
You may hold multiple categories depending on what your job is. 
Descriptions of the categories can be found on our website www.vtpp.org.



New Private Pesticide 
Applicator

Questions

End
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